By David Beard
Fire destroyed part of a closed 93-year-

sending a pall of gloom over a neighborhood
hat sought to turn the school into an athletic
senter.

More than 100 Cleveland fire fighters
fought the blaze at Sackett Elementary
School, 3449 Sackett Ave., as brown-orange
wmoke billowed over the Clark-Fulton neigh-
horhood and the near West Side. Damage was
estimated at $100,000.

A number of former pupils, some who

1d West Side school yesterday afternoon,

stood by and saw thex

ashes.

The fire started less than two hours alter
arsonists torched an abandoned East Sxda jun-
jor high school.

Sackett, closed in 1978 because of declin-
ing enrollment, was recently named as the
site for a West Side branch of the Boys Clubs
of Cleveland Inc.

Neighborhood groups, who wanted an
athletic center for area teen-agers, had work-
ed two years for their dream.
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“I feel terrible,” said Elving
director of the Boys Club. “From 2
ports we've goi:%en it deezsm hmk Tk
situation for us’

Otero will iie&ermme i ih& rest of
building, which includes classrooms an
gymnasium, can be saved.
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